-284]                 NAUSICAA                  109
Meanwhile Nausicaa of the white arms had come to a de-
cision. After folding up the clothing, she stowed it in her fine
waggon, harnessed the sturdy mules, and herself climbed in.
Then she called to Odysseus and gave him his instructions.
'Come, sir,' she said, 'it is time for you to make a move to-
wards the city, so that I may direct you to my good father's
house, where you can count on meeting all the Phaeacian no-
bility. But this is how you must manage - and I take you for a
man of tact. So long as we are passing through the country and
the farmers' lands, walk quickly with my maids behind the
waggon and the mules, following my lead. But that will not
do when we come to town.
' Our city is surrounded by high battlements; it has an excel-
lent harbour on each side and is approached by a narrow cause-
way, where the curved ships are drawn up to the road and each
owner has his separate slip. Here is the people's meeting-place,
built up on either $ide of the fine temple of Poseidon with blocks
of quarried stone bedded deeply in the ground. It is here too
that the sailors attend to the rigging of the black ships, to their
cables and their sails, and the smoothing of their oars. For the
Phaeacians have no use for the bow and quiver, but spend their
energy on masts and oars and on the graceful craft they love to
sail across the foam-flecked seas.
'Now it is the possibility of unpleasant talk among these
sailors that I wish to avoid. I am afraid they might give me a bad
name, for there are plenty of vulgar fellows in the place, and I
can well imagine one of the baser sort saying after he had seen
us: ^Who is tUs tall and handsome stranger Nausicaa has in
tow? Where did she run across him? Her future husband no
doubt! She must have rescued some shipwrecked foreigner
who had strayed this way, since we have no neighbours of our
own. Or perhaps some god has answered her importunate
prayers and stooped from heaven to make her his for ever. And
it is better so, better that she should venture out herself and find
a husband from abroad. For she obviously despises her country-
men here, though so many of the best would like to marry her."

